years of absentee owners, in 1649, in the same year as he became Cromwell's Attorney General, Edmund Prideaux bought the Abbey, and undertook extensive work on the property. In 1814 the Abbey was owned by one of Prideaux's descendants John Fraunceis Gwyn, with whom Bentham negotiated his lease.
14 The layout of rooms and areas available for use by Bentham are clearly marked on a plan of the Abbey sent by Francis Place to his wife Elizabeth ( Figure 1 ).
15

Figure 1. Ford Abbey 1817
The Abbey's size and splendour surprised and delighted all the visitors: Lady
Romilly considered it a 'most picturesque and magnificent place [...] [T]he front of the building is 250 feet in length, and the inside of it fitted up with tapestry, oak wainscoting and chairs that serve to recline your head upon without stooping'.
16
Francis Place, who joined Bentham for some months in 1817, wrote to his wife: 'My bedroom four times as large as our dining room, proportionally high with three immense windows for a room, looking on the bowling green, the park and hills beyond, with a south eastern aspect, is really delightful. The bed is an old fashioned four post, with crimson velvet curtains lined with crimson silk'. 17 John Stuart Mill, aged 8, wrote to his maternal grandmother:
There is a little hall and a long cloister, which are reckoned very fine architecture, from the door, and likewise two beautiful rooms, a diningparlour and a breakfast-parlour adorned with fine drawings within one door; on another side is a large hall, adorned with a gilt ceiling; and beyond it two other rooms, a dining and drawing-room, of which the former contains various kinds of musical instruments, and the other is hung with beautiful tapestry. The monks-knowing dogs-had seated [the Abbey] in a rich valley along which flows a pleasant stream-I sauntered down to it over a sunny declivity-& passed a river near which stood some Abele trees
[white poplars]-such as you have never seen-the height of their base trunks is prodigious. I should think not much short of 100 feet.
22
Bentham himself wrote: 'Nobody that could stay here would go from hence.
Nobody is so well anywhere else as everybody is here'. neighbourhood. He has much experience but talks nonsense'. 69 Bentham later suggested that his persistence with the problem of the icehouse had been successful, as he wrote to Gwyn in 1818:
The Ice-house, year after year I took a deal of pains about, and some expense: I shall be much disappointed, if, upon your visit to it at this hot Season you do not find it full of ice: a state in which, if I am not misinformed you never yet saw it in the summer time.
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But a subsequent note written by Bentham on his copy of this letter, and dated 16
September 1818, states: 'After all, it appears that it will not hold the Ice'. Music too was a keen passion of Bentham's. He had been instructed in the rudiments of writing and reading music before the age of five, and had had music lessons from the age of six. He played the harpsichord, the violin, and the piano. He had purchased a violin in 1764, aged 21, 71 and according to a visitor to Queen Square Place in 1822, Bentham had three pianos: one in his parlour, one in the library, and one in the dining room.
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After making extensive enquiries in 1820 he also had an organ installed at his home.
73
The organ at Ford Abbey had caused Bentham problems for on 12 August 1816 he wrote: 'the Organ has been taken to pieces and I hope put to rights, by assistance from a sort of Gentleman-Malster 5 miles off an acquaintance of the Gardener's. The fault which is now discovered being clearly out of the Carpenter's power to end. Encyclopaedias, and whatsoever else may be proper to be made, so long as I remain in this vale of tears'. James Mill agreed: 'If I were to die before this poor boy is a man, one of the things that would pinch me most sorely, would be, the being obliged to leave his mind unmade to the degree of excellence, of which I hope to make it.' Mill also wished to leave John as 'a successor worthy of both of us'. Place also noted his concern for the mental health of John Stuart Mill:
John is truly a prodigy, a most wonderful fellow, and when his Logic, his Languages, His Mathematics, his Philosophy, shall be combined with a general knowledge of Mankind and the affairs of the world he will be a truly astonishing man-but he will probably be morose and selfish-Mill sees this, and I am operating upon him when the little time I can spare can be applied, to counteract the propensities, so far as to
give him a bias, towards the management of his temper, and to produce an extensive consideration of the reasonings and the habits of others when the time shall come for him to observe and practice these things. Bentham wrote as follows to Dumont, who was invited to the Abbey to continue his writings on codification of laws for Geneva:
With the help of the Loretto Angels, it has pleased the Almighty in his omnipotence to create for this special purpose a holy, most holy place that the work should never be published. In the following April, Romilly noted in his diary his shock on learning that the work had been published with Bentham's name upon it. 130 Romilly sent for him, and made him promise to suspend publication, but
Bentham did not withdraw the work, and he was not prosecuted.
However, when Mill wrote that Bentham was 'hot on the subject of religion', he was in fact referring to a second work on religion, which Bentham planned to 
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Bentham continued to work on the topic during the months after his arrival:
for instance on 17 July 1815 he wrote at least twenty-five folios, and on 5 August 1815 twenty-eight. We can also see that he appears to have intended publication of at least part of the work for his refers to 'the occasion of the present publication'. 
